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Staff Report 
 
Agenda Item:  Zoning Code Amendment 
- Changing Electronic Message Board 
Signs (09CAM0004) 
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   Information 
   Miscellaneous 
 

Lynnwood Community Development Dept.   
 

ACTION  
Continued discussion 
 
BACKGROUND 
At its October 15, 2009 meeting, the City of Lynnwood Planning Commission discussed 
changing electronic message board signs, how such signs are currently regulated under 
existing Lynnwood Municipal Code and ways in which such signs might be further regulated. 
 
Lynnwood Municipal Code (LMC) section 21.06.676 defines electronic changing message signs 
as follows: 
 

“21.02.676 Sign, electronic changing message. 
“Electronic changing message sign” means a sign whose alphabetic, graphic or symbolic 
information can be changed or altered electronically.” 

 
LMC section 21.16.310(D), relating to “Commercial Signs” states (NOTE: Other zones have 
requirements for electronic signs but the commercial zones are the most prevalent as to where 
electronic changing message signs exist), 
 

“D. Electronic Changing Message Signs.  No sign shall have blinking or 
flashing lights; provided, however, electronically changing message signs shall 
be allowed. These signs shall not change displays or images at a rate less than 
one every five seconds except for signs which provide alternate messages only 
as to times and temperature, which may change at a rate of not less than one 
message every two seconds. All such signs shall be equipped with a device 
which automatically dims the intensity of the lights during hours of darkness.” 

 
Communities throughout the country have been reviewing their codes to address issues related 
to such signs (see Attachment A, April 2009 article from Planning Magazine as a recent 
general discussion of the issue.) The general perception is that the technology and affordability 
of changing electronic message board signs has advanced ahead of the regulations. 
 
Generally, regulation of electronic changing message signs focus on mitigating three primary 
impacts including:   
 

1. Impacts to adjacent uses, especially adjacent lower intensity uses (i.e. residential); 
2. Aesthetics/community appearance (i.e. light, brightness, display); and,  
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3. Distractions to traveling public and potential adverse impacts upon traffic safety. 
 

Planning Commission consideration of changing electronic message board signs is in response 
to a request by the City Council to have the issue discussed by the Planning Commission and to 
bring forward recommendations for action.  
 
ANALYSIS 
While not comprehensive, the following are examples of standards certain other Washington 
State cities use to regulate changing electronic message board signs.  The following standards 
are broadly organized (i.e. Location, Number, etc), and then specific examples of other cities’ 
regulations with respect to that topic are identified.  Many of the standards are very similar to 
one another, reflecting how each has patterned their requirements after one another. 
 
These standards are representative of options available to the City of Lynnwood and are 
itemized below in a manner to provide the Planning Commission with choices that will enable 
staff to draft an ordinance.   
 

A. Location  (Restrictions by zone) 
Zoning codes regulate changing electronic message board signs by zoning district, 
permitting them in some zones, prohibiting them in others, or allowing them with 
additional standards in certain zones.  
 
The City of Mukilteo zoning code, for instance, includes the following table. 
 

Table 2D 
PERMITTED SIGN CHARACTERISTICS BY ZONING DISTRICT 

KEY:    “P”=Permitted; Left blank=Prohibited 

Sign Type SFR MFR Commercial1 Industrial Institutional 

Changeable copy 
(reader board and 
electronic 
message board) 

  

P P P 

Illumination:      

Internal   P P P 

External1 P P P1 P P 

Exposed bulbs or 
neon 

  P P P 

 
Attachment B identifies current City of Lynnwood allowances for changing electronic 
message signs by zoning district.   
 

B.  Number/Type 
The number/type of electronic changing message signs per property/use may also be 
regulated.  This can even be made more specific, focusing on certain street types such 
as arterial streets, or placing limits on such signs by sign type (see City of SeaTac 
example below which addresses building mounted signs.) 
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  “Number. No more than one changing message center sign per street frontage shall 
be permitted on each property.” (Auburn)  

 

  “2.    Building-Mounted Signs. 

a.     Building-mounted electronic signs are not allowed in the following zones: UL, 
T, O/C/MU, UM, UH, P, NB. (SeaTac) 

b.     In all other zones, a site or property may be allowed a maximum of fifty-five 
(55) square feet of building-mounted electronic changeable display per street 
frontage….” (SeaTac) 

 
C.  Size (Sign Area) 

Limitations on the size (sign area) of a changing electronic message board sign can be 
imposed.  Some communities permit only a portion of the allowable sign area to be a 
changing electronic message board sign.  This can help frame the sign to minimize an 
electronic changing message sign’s aesthetic impact. 

 
For example,  
 

  Electronic signs shall have a non-electronic, fixed portion of the sign that is at 
least fifty percent (50%) of the size of the electronic portion of the sign.” 
(SeaTac) 

  The area of the electronic message center shall not exceed 20 percent of 
the area of the sign; provided the area limitation shall not apply if the sign is 
solely limited to time and temperature.” (Vancouver) 

  Sign Face Area. Except in the I and P-1 zones, the changing message 
center shall not constitute more than 75 percent of a sign’s total sign face 
area. (Auburn) 
 

D. Height 
Some zoning codes place a greater restriction on the maximum height of a changing 
electronic message sign than other signs.   
 
Part of this is intended to keep the light from such changing electronic message signs 
from projecting over rooftops into other properties that may feature more sensitive land 
uses. 

 
E.   Lighting/Light Levels 

The intensity of the electronic sign is another consideration. Other cities’ code 
requirements include specific light standards, often measured in “nits” (NOTE: a “Nit” is a 
measure of illumination):  

 

 “Electronic message center signs which create a source of glare shall be adjusted 
or removed as directed by the Planning Official. No electronic message center sign 
may be illuminated to a degree of brightness that is greater than necessary for 
adequate visibility. In no case may the brightness exceed eight thousand nits 
(8,000) or equivalent candelas during daylight hours, or one thousand (1,000) nits or 
equivalent candelas between dusk and dawn.” (Vancouver) 
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  “All electronic message center signs shall have installed ambient light monitors and 
shall at all times allow such monitors to automatically adjust the brightness level of 
the electronic message center sign based on ambient light conditions.” (Vancouver) 

  “C.    Light Levels. 
1.   All signs shall have installed ambient light monitors and shall at all times allow 

such monitors to automatically adjust the brightness level of the electronic sign 
based on ambient light conditions. 

2.    Maximum brightness levels for electronic signs in commercial/industrial zones 
shall not exceed eight thousand (8,000) nits when measured from the sign’s 
face at its maximum brightness, during daylight hours and five hundred (500) 
nits when measured from the sign’s face at its maximum brightness between 
dusk and dawn. (SeaTac) 

 
  “Light Levels. 

… 
d. The brightness level shall not exceed 8,000 nits when measured from the sign’s 
face at its maximum brightness during daylight hours and 500 nits when 
measured from the sign’s face at its maximum brightness between dusk and 
dawn.” (Auburn) 

 
F. Display 
The display of the messages can be regulated in a several ways: 

 
i.  Rate at which a message much be displayed.   
The electronic changing message sign regulations can establish a minimum time for 
display of the changing message.   (NOTE: Lynnwood’s standard is five (5) seconds.) 

 
  “The display of the sign shall not change more rapidly than once every one and one-

half (1.5) seconds. (SeaTac)”  
 

  “The display of the sign shall not change more rapidly than once every one and one-
half seconds (Auburn). 

 
ii.  Rate at which a message must be displayed in its entirety 
Changing electronic message sign regulations can establish a maximum time for a 
message to be displayed in its entirety. 
 

  “No message shall require more than ten (10) seconds to be displayed in its 
entirety.” (SeaTac)  

 
 “Scrolling or traveling of a static display onto the sign from one (1) direction 

only per display shall be allowed; provided, that each display remains in a 
static state for at least one and one-half (1.5) seconds. There shall be ten (10) 
seconds of still image or blank screen following every scrolling or traveling 
display.” (SeaTac) 

 
  “No scrolling message shall require more than five seconds to be displayed in 

its entirety.” (Auburn)  
 

  “The rate of change for sign copy from one message to another shall be no 
more frequent than every eight seconds and the actual copy change shall be 
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accomplished in four seconds or less. Once changed, the copy shall remain 
static until the next change.”  (Vancouver) 

. 
G. Display of non-text images 
In addition to regulating the text portion of the message, the non-text display of the 
changing electronic message sign may be subject to regulation.  
 

  “The display shall not, or shall not appear to, flash, undulate, pulse or portray 
explosions, fireworks, flashes of light, or blinking or chasing lights; the display shall 
not appear to move toward or away from the viewer, expand or contract, bounce, 
rotate, spin, twist or otherwise portray movement or animation as it comes onto, is 
displayed on, or leaves the sign board.” (SeaTac) 

 

  “The display shall be limited to text and static images only and shall not appear to 
flash, portray blinking or chasing lights, or otherwise create continuously changing 
images. However, scrolling of text (horizontal or vertical) is permitted.” (Vancouver) 

H.  Color of Display 

  The display shall have a dark background with only the message or foreground lit 
in a white, amber or other light tone or shade. (SeaTac) 

 
I.   Protection for Residential Zones/Uses 
Certain codes seek to protect residential or other lower intensity uses that might be 
affected by changing electronic message board signs. 
 

  “Electronic message center signs shall not be associated with any dwelling or 
home occupation in any residential zone.” (Vancouver) 

 
  “Electronic signs shall not be allowed within any dwelling or home occupation in 

any residential zone. (SeaTac) 
 

  “c.    Electronic displays in residential zones shall be turned off between the hours 
of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.” (SeaTac, see also J. below.)” 

 
  “c.   All lighting shall be arranged to reflect away from any residential zone. The 

director shall have the authority to require a sign permit application include 
information to ensure the intent of this requirement is met.” (Auburn) 

 
J.  Hours of Operation 
At the October 15, 2009 Planning Commission meeting, a question was asked as to 
whether or not a changing electronic message board sign could be regulated by hours of 
operation.  This standard is typically implemented to protect residential or other nearby 
lower intensity land uses. 
 
In checking with the City Attorney, regulation of signs by hours of operation is possible 
but does require considerable documentation in the record for why such a regulation is 
being adopted.  The examples below are very specific to certain zoning districts. 
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 “c.    Electronic displays in residential zones shall be turned off between the hours of 
10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.” (SeaTac) 

 
 “b. In the I zone, no changing message center sign shall operate between the hours 

of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.”  (Auburn, “I” zone being institutional uses) 
 

K. Additional Requirements 
In addition to the traditional means of regulating electronic message board signs (e.g. 
location, size, brightness, frequency of changes in messages, limits on the use of 
animation or video, number of signs, etc), certain regulations address matters related to 
the manufacturer’s recommended standards and a commitment from the owner to 
operate a sign within City codes. 
 

  “Electronic sign permit applications must include a copy of the manufacturer’s 
operating manual, which includes the manufacturer’s recommended standards for 
brightness, scrolling or travelling speed, and other display operations.” (SeaTac) 

 
  “Electronic sign permit applications must also include a certification from the owner 

or operator of the sign stating that the sign shall at all times be operated in 
accordance with City codes and that the owner or operator shall provide proof of 
such conformance upon request of the City.” (SeaTac) 

 
  “Additionally, whether the sign is programmed from the site or from a remote 

location, the computer interface that programs the sign shall be available to City staff 
for inspection upon request. If the computer interface is not immediately available, 
the sign shall cease operation until such program can be provided. (SeaTac)”  

 
  “A copy of the manufacturer’s operating manual shall be provided to the city upon 

request.” (Auburn) 
 

 “Electronic message center sign permit applications must include a copy of the 
manufacturer’s operating manual, which includes the manufacturer’s recommended 
standards for brightness, scrolling or traveling speed, and other display operations. 
(Vancouver) 

 
 “Electronic message center sign permit applications must also include a certification 

from the owner or operator of the sign stating that the sign shall at all times be 
operated in accordance with City codes and that the owner or operator shall provide 
proof of such conformance upon request of the City. (Vancouver) 

 

L. Amortization 

  “Amortization. All changing message center signs that do not comply with the 
requirements of subsections (F)(4) and (5) of this section shall be brought into 
compliance with those requirements by April 1, 2009.”  (Auburn)  
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NOTE: Subsections (f)(4) and (5) above are as follows:  
 
4. Display. 
a. The display of the sign shall not change more rapidly than once every one and 
one-half seconds. 
b. No scrolling message shall require more than five seconds to be displayed in its 
entirety. 
5. Light Levels. 

a. Changing message center signs shall have installed ambient light 
monitors and shall at all times allow such monitors to automatically adjust 
the brightness level of the sign based on ambient light conditions. 
b. At no time shall a changing message center sign be operated at a 
brightness level greater than the manufacturer’s recommended levels. 
c. All lighting shall be arranged to reflect away from any residential zone. 
The director shall have the authority to require a sign permit application 
include information to ensure the intent of this requirement is met. 
d. The brightness level shall not exceed 8,000 nits when measured from 
the sign’s face at its maximum brightness during daylight hours and 500 
nits when measured from the sign’s face at its maximum brightness 
between dusk and dawn.

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Discussion.  Based on Planning Commission comments an ordinance will be drafted. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment A  Planning Magazine Article, “Scroll, Roll and Flash -  Welcome to the 

World of Digital Signs”.   April 2009. 
Attachment B   Electronic Message Board Sign regulations by City of Lynnwood 

zoning district 
 
 
 













ATTACHMENT B 

 

ZONING DISTRICT ELECTRONIC 
MESSAGE BOARD 
SIGNS ALLOWED? 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

RS-8  

Low-Density Single-
Family Residential 

No.  

RS-7  

Medium-Density Single-
Family Residential 

No.  

RS-4  

High-Density Single-
Family Residential 

No.  

RML  

Low-Density Multiple-
Family Residential 

No. All wall signs shall be non-internally illuminated except for individual letter signs 
and signs with opaque sign face backgrounds that only allow letters and/or 
business logos or graphics to be visible at night. Wall signs on building facades 
oriented toward residences shall not be illuminated. 

RMM  
Medium-Density Multiple-
Family Residential 
 
 

No. See RML. 

RMH  

High-Density Multiple-
Family Residential 

 

No. See RML. 
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ZONING DISTRICT ELECTRONIC 
MESSAGE BOARD 
SIGNS ALLOWED? 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

B-4  

Restricted Business 

No. All building signs shall be non-internally illuminated except for individual letter 
signs and signs with opaque sign face backgrounds that only allow letters and/or 
business logos or graphics to be visible at night. Wall signs on building facades 
oriented toward residences shall not be illuminated. (LMC 21.16.310(K)(3)) 

B-3  

Neighborhood Business 

Yes Electronic changing message signs permitted.  No sign shall have blinking or flashing 
lights; provided, however, electronic changing message signs shall be allowed. (LMC 
21.16.310(H).  These signs shall not change displays or images at a rate less than one 
very five seconds except for signs which provide alternate messages only as to times and 
temperature, which may change at a rate of not less than one message every two 
seconds.  All such signs shall be equipped with a device which automatically dims the 
intensity of the lights during hours of darkness. 

B-2  

Limited Business 

Yes See B-3 Above 

PCD  

Planned Commercial 
Development 

Yes. See B-3 above 

B-1  

Community Business 

 

 

 

Yes  See B-3 above 

MU  Yes Signs shall be of high quality and shall be the minimum necessary to provide such 
identification. Excessively large signs and flashing or animated signs are 
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ZONING DISTRICT ELECTRONIC 
MESSAGE BOARD 
SIGNS ALLOWED? 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

Mixed Use/Business recognized as being inconsistent with the existing character of the area and will be 
discouraged. Signs shall comply with the illumination regulations of this chapter 
(but none are given except that flashing or animated are inconsistent). 

CC-W  

City Center – West End 

Yes No pole or roof signs. Projecting and wall allowed. Illumination not addressed. 
Neon allowed in creative ways but cannot just outline roof or building. 

CC-N  

City Center – North End 

Yes No pole or roof signs. Projecting and wall allowed. Illumination not addressed. 
Neon allowed in creative ways but cannot just outline roof or building. 

CC-C  

City Center – Core 

Yes No pole or roof signs. Projecting and wall allowed. Illumination not addressed. 
Neon allowed in creative ways but cannot just outline roof or building. 

CG  

General Commercial 

Yes See B-3 above 

PRC  

Planned Regional 
Shopping Center 

Yes. Electronic changing message signs are permitted, provided such signs shall be 
subject to the regulations of LMC 21.16.310(H), and that electronic changing 
message signs shall be located such that they: 

1. Are predominantly not visible from a public right-of-way. 

2. Are located on a building elevation with a primary entrance and facing an 
area predominantly used by pedestrians. 

3. Are located on a building that is part of a larger building site as defined by 
LMC 21.02.175 that has at least 50 acres in area.  (See Note 1 below) 

CDM  Yes Per commercial signage except with any provisions of overlay zone. Wall signs 
permitted. Can have freestanding “ground” signs along 68th and 202nd but cannot 
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ZONING DISTRICT ELECTRONIC 
MESSAGE BOARD 
SIGNS ALLOWED? 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

College District Mixed Use have pole or freestanding. In the overlay zone, can have freestanding, roof, and 
pole fronting 196th St. and Highway 99).  

CR  

Commercial-Residential 
Zone  

 

 

 

Would require 
interpretation. (The  
Commercial- 
Residential zone is not 
defined as either a 
commercial or a 
residential zone in LMC 
section 21.40.100). 

There are no properties in the City zoned “Commercial Residential”. 

BTP  

Business and Technical 
Park(s) 

No. Only external with 
restrictions 

Wall signs in Transitional zones cannot be internally illuminated but can be 
externally illuminated except signs on facades facing residential zones shall not be 
externally illuminated. Wall signs in general zones shall not be internally 
illuminated except for individual letter signs and signs with opaque sign face 
backgrounds that only allow letters and/or business logos or graphics to be visible 
at night. Signs on facades oriented toward residences shall not be illuminated. 

LI  

Light Industrial 

No. Only external with 
restrictions. 

Wall signs in Transitional zones cannot be internally illuminated but can be 
externally illuminated except signs on facades facing residential zones shall not be 
externally illuminated. Wall signs in general zones shall not be internally 
illuminated except for individual letter signs and signs with opaque sign face 
backgrounds that only allow letters and/or business logos or graphics to be visible 
at night. Signs on facades oriented toward residences shall not be illuminated. 

 

 

P-1  

Public and Semi-Public 

Yes. Monument signs 
allowed by Conditional 

All monument signs, illuminated or not illuminated, require a conditional use permit 
in the Public and Semi-Public Use Zone. 
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ZONING DISTRICT ELECTRONIC 
MESSAGE BOARD 
SIGNS ALLOWED? 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

Uses. Use Permit, except that 
such signs shall not be 
illuminated if visible 
from nearby residential 
zones.  

 

 
NOTES 
 
1.  LMC 21.16.310(H) is specific to “Searchlights” and states,  

 
“21.16.310 Commercial signs. 
… 

H. Searchlights. Searchlights shall only be permitted if they meet the following criteria: 
1. That the duration of time for display of the searchlight shall not be more than 10 days; 
2. That no permit for display of a searchlight shall have been approved for the same 
applicant during the six-month period prior to the most recent application; 
3. That the searchlight be so located as to minimize interference of driver visibility at 
intersections or at points of ingress and egress; 
4. That the searchlight be located 35 or more feet from the right-of-way; and directed 
away from traffic on nearby streets; 
5. The intensity and color of light and the duration of its operation shall not constitute a 
nuisance as defined in LMC 10.08.200; and 
6. That a fee as shown in Chapter 3.104 LMC shall be paid in connection with any such 
permit.” 

 
It is unclear whether the reference should have been made to LMC 21.16.310(D), which is specific to 
Electronic Changing Message Signs, and states, 

 
“D. Electronic Changing Message Signs. No sign shall have blinking or flashing lights; provided, 
however, electronically changing message signs shall be allowed. These signs shall not change 
displays or images at a rate less than one every five seconds except for signs which provide 
alternate messages only as to times and temperature, which may change at a rate of not less 
than one message every two seconds. All such signs shall be equipped with a device which 
automatically dims the intensity of the lights during hours of darkness.” 
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1

Lynnwood Regional 
Growth Center

Presentation to the
Growth Management Policy Board

Puget Sound Regional Council

November 12, 2009

2

PSRC Regional Growth Center

Lynnwood Urban Center –

 Established by PRSC in August 2002

 Designated in Lynnwood Comp Plan

 PSRC Jobs & Population Forecasts

 City Center land use & design changes

 Infrastructure Planning / Planned Action

 Catalyst Projects
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3

PSRC Regional Growth Center

In 2007 Lynnwood Urban 
Center represents:

 12% total acreage

 4% total population

 48% total jobs

 5% total housing units

4

Lynnwood Regional Growth Center

Lynnwood City-Wide Regional Growth Center

Year 2000 Current 
Date

( 2007 )

Target/ 
Plan  

(2025)

Year 
2000

Current 
Date

( 2007 )

Target/ 
Plan 

(2025)
Area (acres) 6,347.80 6,347.80 6,347.80 763.61 763.61 763.61

Population 33,847 35,490 43,000 1,351 1,284 6,100

Population Per Gross 
Acre

5.33 5.59 6.8 1.77 1.68 8.0

Employment 22,904 25,973 33,400 10,955 12,577 18,500

Employment Per Gross 
Acre

3.61 4.09 5.3 14.35 16.47 24.2

Housing Units 13,808 14,629 18,200 723 716 3,800

Employees Per Housing 
Unit

1.66 1.78 1.84 15.15 17.57 4.9
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5

Urban Growth Center Zoning

6

Catalyst Projects 2002-2006

Alderwood 
Mall

New I-5 
Ramps

Lynnwood 
Convention 

Center

Transit 
Center

Heritage 
Park



4

7

Alderwood

 Completion: November 2004

 Expanded to 1,386 million sf

 50 new upscale shops /  
restaurants

 $150+ million investment

 Macy’s 26,000 sf expansion 
August 2009

8

Lynnwood Convention Center

 55,000 total sq ft

 34,000 sq ft of meeting space

 $32.4 million PFD project

 Open 2005
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9

I-5/SR 524 Access Ramps

 I-5 and 196th Street 
Interchange  Project

 Pedestrian Bridge @ I-5 and 
196th Street

 I-5 ramp project 2010

 Citywide Transportation 
Business Plan

10

Transit Center

Lynnwood Transit Center
&

HOV Access Ramps
 First HOV access ramps in state
 Express Bus Service for commuters
 Proposed LRT station
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11

Catalyst Projects 2006 --->

 Alderwood area & LRT

 Transition Area

 ESD Properties

 Transportation 

 Storm Drainage

 City Center

 LRT & BRT

12

Transition Area:
Alderwood - City Center

 Transitional area between City 
Center and Alderwood Mall

 Mix of land uses and linkages 
to complement the City Center 
and Alderwood

 Minimize impact on residential 
neighborhoods to the west

 Study underway to determine 
land use and zoning
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13

Edmonds School District Properties

Lynnwood High School & 
Athletic Field

Alderwood

Bus Barn

City Center 
Site

1

2

3

1. 40 acres, adjacent to 
Alderwood mall; 
suitable for mixed use 
project; 

2. 9.1 acres, adjacent to 
Alderwood mall, suitable 
for retail/commercial/ 
mixed use

3. 1.09 acres, jointly 
owned by School 
District and City, across 
from Lynnwood 
Convention Center in 
City Center

14

Transportation

 Citywide Transportation Business Plan

 Access Studies

 Poplar Way Extension Bridge Project 

 Sidewalks Network

 Trails and Bicycle Network

 Intelligent Transportation System
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15

Transportation: Access Study

 Identify improvements 
needed to provide access 
to City Center

 Identify improvements 
needed to support future 
growth

 Identify projects that 
address I-5 congestion 

 Project Partners
 FHWA
 WSDOT
 Snohomish County
 Community Transit
 PSRC
 Neighboring Cities

16

Transportation:   
Poplar Way / I-5 Bridge Extension 

 City Center Access Study conclusion

 Construct a new 5 to 6 lane bridge over I-5 

 Connect existing intersections of Poplar Way/196th Street SW and 
33rd Avenue West/Alderwood Mall Boulevard 

 Significantly relieve traffic

 Provide an alternative crossing of I-5 to the nearby 196th Street SW 
bridge crossing 

 Received $2,600,000 in federal grants to complete design and 
acquire right-of-way for this project 
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17

Transportation: 

Sidewalks Network

 Study underway

 Develop Sidewalk 
“Skeleton System”

 Develop Ranking Criteria/ 
System/Funding

18

Transportation:
Trails & Bicycle Networks

Study underway

Develop Trails and Bicycle 
“Skeleton System”

Develop Ranking Criteria / 
System / Funding
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19

Transportation:
Intelligent Transportation System

 57 Signals

 470 Cameras

 10,370 miles of fiber 
strands

 TMC funded, under 
construction

 Edmonds and MLT 
work stations

20

Storm Water Master Plan

 NPDES Requirements

 New Development Standards

 Project Feasibility

 Implement Sustainable Solutions
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21

City Center: Vision

 Restructuring growth towards a 
concentrated, mixed-use, pedestrian 
friendly and transit supportive center 

 Creatively implementing the City 
Center's Comprehensive Plan 

 Validating and advancing the long term 
vision of the City Center Task Force 

 Developing a distinct, strong identity for 
Lynnwood and the City Center 

 Creating an attractive, functional and 
comfortable place for Lynnwood citizens 

 Establishing a set of strategies to guide 
Lynnwood’s transformation 

22

City Center: Policy Framework

 Complies with and is consistent with the 
Washington State Growth Management Act

 Consistent with the PSRC Vision 2020

 Consistent with PSRC 2040

 Aligns with PSRC Transportation 2040

 Implement Lynnwood’s Comprehensive Plan
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23

City Center: Sub-Area Plan

 Adopted March 2005

 Amended the Lynnwood 
Comp Plan

 Development Regulations

 Adopt plans for street and 
park improvements within 
the City Center

24

City Center: Zoning

City Center Zoning Adopted: 
March 14, 2005

Regulations address:
 Districts within the City Center
 Prohibited Uses
 Height
 Floor Area Ratios
 Min/Max parking
 Street Types
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