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SITE DESIGN

Interior Parking Lot & Site Landscaping

INTENT 
To diminish the visual effect of surface parking and contribute to the 
amount of vegetation in the City Center. 

GUIDELINES 
1. Surface parking lot landscaping shall reinforce pedestrian and 

vehicular circulation, including: 
 Parking lot entrances 
 Ends of driving aisles 
 Defining pedestrian connection/walkways through parking lots. 

2. Landscape areas next to a pedestrian connection/walkway shall be 
maintained and plant material selected to maintain a clear zone, 
except for tree trunks between 3 and 8 feet from ground level. 

3. A setback shall be provided that allows space for all trees and 
shrubs where vehicle overhang extends into landscape areas. 

4. The number of trees required in the interior landscape area in 
parking lots shall be dependent upon the location of the parking 
lot in relation to the building and public right-of-way: 
 Where the parking lot is located to the side of the building and/or 

is visible from the public right-of-way, one tree for every six 
spaces shall be provided (1:6). 

 Where the parking lot is located behind the building and is 
not visible from the public right-of-way, one tree for every 
eight spaces shall be provided (1:8). 

5. Drought tolerant plants and/or plants native to the Pacific Northwest 
should be used. Temporary irrigation for plant establishment shall be 
provided.  

6. All landscaped areas should be designed to minimize stormwater 
run-off by utilizing bioswales, rain gardens, filtration strips and other 
facilities where appropriate. 

7. Pedestrian connection/walkways meeting provisions of that guideline 
may traverse required and/or optional landscape areas. 

8. A landscape maintenance plan, identifying maintenance tasks and 
schedules, shall be submitted to the City for review.

 


