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     CITY CENTER   SITE DESIGN 

Pedestrian Connections / Walkways 

INTENT 
To ensure that the City Center is conducive to pedestrian circulation. 

GUIDELINES 
1. Walkways Connecting Building Entrances to Nearest Public Sidewalk.

All major building entrances shall be connected with the nearest public 
sidewalk by a walkway that is a minimum of 10 feet wide and is 
separated from any adjacent parking stalls by a planting bed a minimum 
of 3 feet wide. (Buildings set to the back of the sidewalk automatically 
meet this standard.) 

2. Walkways Through Surface Parking Lots. A walkway shall be provided 
through any surface parking lot with more than 30 stalls. Such walkways 
shall be a minimum of 10 feet wide and separated from any adjacent 
parking stalls by a planting bed at least 3 feet wide. 

3.  Walkways Connecting Parcels. Walkways a minimum of 10 feet wide 
shall be provided that allow pedestrians to connect to all adjacent 
properties. These walkways shall connect to public sidewalks within the 
boundaries of the Driveway Access Zones (Figure 1).  

4. Promenade Walkway. Providing the Promenade Walkway is optional. 
The following standards are required to receive the floor area bonus per 
LMC Table 21.60.2. 

    The Promenade Walkway shall extend east and north from the 198th

Street SW Promenade Street (public) at 40th Avenue W. to connect to 
194th Street SW as conceptually depicted by Figure 1. The Promenade 
Walkway shall be a minimum of 16 feet average width.  

    Properties located between the Promenade Access Zones shall 
demonstrate the provision of the Promenade Walkway through the site, 
connecting to and from other parcels to create a linear or meandering 
path as conceptually depicted in Figure 1 and will be determined through 
the project design review process. The objective of the Promenade 
Walkway in the City Center-Core is to provide pedestrian connectivity 
centrally through large blocks as conceptually depicted in the City 
Center Sub-Area Plan. For areas where the Promenade Walkway is 
provided, but follows the public Right of Way or upgrades right of way 
with design elements and additional furnishings stipulated below, a 
different  FAR Bonus amount shall be provided. 

5. In the absence of a walkway on an abutting property, the walkway 
constructed shall stub out to the property line which shall set the 
walkway connection location for the adjacent parcel.  
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6. Uniform type of pedestrian scale lighting shall be provided along the 
length of the walkway on an individual parcel. 

7. Walkways that are not raised sidewalks shall use special decorative 
paving such as decorative concrete, or pavers (not exposed aggregate) 
to distinguish them from vehicular drive aisles.  

8. At least three types of pedestrian amenities shall be provided in every 
100 lineal feet of walkway, such as: seating, trash receptacles, potted 
plants or landscape features, artwork, and water features. Other 
amenities may be proposed that meet the intent of this guideline.

9. The applicant shall submit a plan for the walkway to include a description 
of all landscaping; lighting; street furniture; paving color and materials; 
relationship to building frontage; specific location of the walkway on the 
site and connection to other parcels, and the relationship to and 
coordination with any plaza.  

10. The entire walkway should be open and available to the public 24 hours  
a day.  

11. The property owners of Walkways Connecting Parcels shall execute a 
legally binding access agreement providing that the walkway is subject 
to a right of pedestrian use and access by the public. The agreement 
shall be in form and substance acceptable to the city and shall be 
recorded with Snohomish County. The obligations under the 
agreement shall run with the land.  

12. Pedestrian areas should be designed with Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) standards. 

13. Walkway types may be combined, in total or in part. If they are 
combined, the portions that are combined will be held to the more 
restrictive standard. 

14. Walkways shall be provided for the area of the site being developed. If 
the Walkways will be completed in phases accompanying future phases 
of development, a conceptual phasing plan for all Pedestrian 
Connections / Walkways shall be provided. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


