Dog poop is a water

quality problem

39.9% of Washington
State households own
dogs, a total of about 1.6

million dogs

Hundreds of tons of dog
poop are deposited on
lawns in Washington State

every day.

60% of water pollution
comes from things like
cars leaking oil, fertilizers
and pesticides, failing
septic tanks, fuel spills,

and pet waste

RESOURCES

DID YOU KNOW?

To help you “Pick it Up,” the City of Lynnwood
Surface Water Utility is offering FREE dog
waste pickup bags and fire hydrant shaped bag
holders to attach to your dog’s leash for
Lynnwood residents. Stop by City Hall and get
yours today to help “Pick it Up!”

The City of Lynnwood also has a 24-hour
Pollution Hotline to report any dumping or
pollution affecting water quality. If you see any

dumping or pollution, report it at:

(425) 670 - KRUD

IE LYNNWOOD

WASHINGTON

ENVIRONMENTAL & SURFACE WATER

City of Lynwood

Public Works Department
19100 44th Ave W
Lynnwood, WA 98036

Phone: 425-670-5200

CITY OF LYNNWOOD PUBLIC WORKS
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SURFACE
WATER

Pet Waste
Pickup
Program

Informational Brochure

If your dog poops, please scoop!



Why should I pick up my
pet’s waste?

Picking up your pet’s waste is an important
and necessary part of being a responsible
animal owner. When your pet makes a de-
posit on your lawn or in a public place, it’s
not only a messy, smelly problem for you and
others—it also creates a health hazard for

humans, other animals, and the environment.

PUBLIC PROPERTY:

Local animal control

e ordinances require

immediate removal of
pet waste on public

\ ﬂ property, with fines for

AT 17 % Bl ron —compliance LMC
AND CLEAN UP
AFTER YOUR PET Rkt

PRIVATE PROPERTY:
Water quality and health ordinances require
that you remove and properly dispose of pet
waste on your property to limit the runoff of
waste or pathogens into nearby waterways

and storm drains.

What are the harmful organisms
found in pet waste?

Pet waste contains pathogens and disease which
range in severity from mild health problems to
serious illnesses. Viruses, bacteria, and internal
parasites are often found in pet excrement. When
pet waste is left on the ground, these organisms
and/or their eggs can survive in a lawn anywhere
from a few days to up to 4 years depending on the
species. Some examples of what kind of organ-
isms are found in pet waste are listed below:

ROUNDWORMS: A parasite that can cause liver
infections and swelling of the heart wall, kidneys,
and lungs. Can also cause blindness. Can survive
4 years in soil.

HOOKWORMS: Another parasite which causes
spreading lesions and severe itching. This para-
site is often spread in the feces of puppies. Can
survive for several days in soil.

E.COLI (Fecal Coliform Bacteria): Causes bloody
diarrhea, severe cramps, and blood clots in the
kidney which can cause kidney failure. Can sur-
vive up to 4 months in
soil.

SALMONELLA: A bacteria
which generally causes
mild inflammation of the
lining membrane of the
stomach and intestines.
Can survive up to 6

months or longer in soil. L Y ,.‘
3 & W \z

GIARDIA: A parasite that s

causes diarrhea, cramps, B .
gas (flatulence), nausea, Salmonella bacterium.
and excess fat in the stool.

Can be contracted and is

debilitating. Very resistant to drying, chlorina-
tion, and temperature extremes. In the U.S., 90%

of cases are contracted as a water-borne illness.

How should I dispose of my
pet’s waste?

The best way to dispose of your pet’s waste is
to promptly scoop the poop, placeitina
plastic bag, and put it in the trash. Although it
is common to bury, compost, or use pet waste
as a fertilizer, these disposal options do not
kill the harmful pathogens that may be in the
waste, and water that leaches from compost
sites can still contaminate runoff water. Land-
fills however, are designed to safely and ef-
fectively dispose of pet waste, like dog poop

and cat litter without polluting waterways.

It’s your ““dooty” as a
responsible pet owner to
pick up after your pets!
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